CHINA

other hand, was human At the first sight of
these ugly, cheery, vigorous people I loved
them. Their gaiety, as of children, their
friendliness, their profound humanity, struck
me from the first and remained with me to the
last I can imagine no greater contrast than
that between their character, their institutions,
their habits, and those of the Indians. The
Chinese are, and always have been, profoundly
secular, as the Indians are, and always have
been, profoundly religious It is true, of
course, that the Chinese have had religion, as
the Europeans have had it; Buddhism came
to them from India as Christianity came to us
from Judaea, and Taoism was an indigenous
growth. They have had also saints and
mystics, as Europe has had them. But
Buddhism and Taoism have never suited the
Chinese character any more than Christianity
has suited the European. Both Buddhism
and Taoism quickly degenerated to mere
superstition, systems of magic, imaginary
means to obtain material ends. It was, and
is, Confucianism with its rationalism, its
scepticism, its stress on conduct, that expresses
the Chinese spirit. Over India gleam the
stars; over China the sun shines Mankind